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Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
Notice of Child Death/Near Death 

 

Intake #:  
 

Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/01/2013 

Type: (Please check one)   
DEATH   NEAR DEATH Date of Death/Near Death: 10/31/2013 

Child’s Name:  DOB: Person ID:  

Gender:   Male  
Female Race/Ethnicity: Black or African American County/Region:  

Parents’ Names: Mother:  Father:       
Alleged Perpetrator’s Name:  Relationship to Victim: Mother 
Child in custody at time of incident?   No   Yes Adjudication:       
If child is in DCS custody, list placement type and name:       

Describe (in detail) circumstances surrounding death/near death:   

was riding his bike at approximately 9:00PM on October 31, 2013 at night at the housing 
projects. A power line was knocked down by a tree and  came in contact with the live wire and was 
electrocuted. The mother, was at a friend's home where she had been staying at nearby.  was 
with the mother's best friend,  son trick or treating. The other child is approximately six years old. There 
were numerous adults outside of the home at the time of the incident.   

 

If this is a near death certified by a physician, identify physician by name and provide contact information: 

Name of Physician:       Telephone # (     )      -      

Street Address:       City/State/Zip:       

Describe (in detail )interview with family:   

CPSI contacted Detective of Youth Services Division of Police Department who is 
assigned to the   death case. Det.  stated that he interviewed the mother earlier today and she 
stated she was in the home at the time of the incident and  was with her best friend, Det. 

stated that Ms. was at a friend’s home on at the time of the incident and had been staying 
there for approximately a week. Det. also interviewed who stated her son who is six years old 
came running in the home a little after 9:00PM and ran directly upstairs. Ms. asked her son what was wrong 
because she thought he had gotten in trouble outside or something. At that time her son told her something happened to 

 At that time she went outside and seen all the individuals at the scene of the incident and under 
the power line. Det. stated that he believes the child was on his bike and ran into the line Det.  stated that 
while at the scene he observed the area to be not well lit and the power line to be rather small. Det. believes that 
the six year old child witnessed  get electrocuted and it scared him so he ran home. The power line when 
observed at the scene was draping across the sidewalk. Det.  stated that he observed the two year old in her 
mother’s care earlier in the day. Det. stated that Ms. has a child that is sixteen years old in the custody of 
an aunt and a ten year old and thirteen year old in the care of a friend,  

 

CPSI interviewed the mother, at her home on October 31, 2013 regarding her son, 
death. According to Ms.  she had been going back and forth between her home and her best friend, 

home. Ms.  stated that her son was trick or treating with Ms. six year old son. Ms. 
 stated that her son checked in with her approximately two – five minutes before the incident occurred.  

was riding a bike and was suppose to circle around and come back to his mother. Ms. stated she was inside at the 
time of the actual incident. Ms.  stated she started hearing a lot of commotion outside. At that time her nephew, 

  came and told her that was under wires. Ms. stated she immediately ran to her son 
and at that time the ambulance was pulling up. The ambulance had to use a piece of wood to remove the wire from her 
son. CPSI asked Ms.  if she had any other children. Ms. stated she has three older children that 
she had while in DCS custody as a minor. Ms. has a fifteen year old daughter that is in her aunt’s custody. A 
thirteen year old and ten year old who is in the custody of Ms. former foster parent, CPSI  
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Intake #:  
 

Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/01/2013 

and Drug Exposed 
Child 

05/26/2004 Drug Exposed 
Infant 

Allegation Indicated/ 
Perpetrator Indicated 

     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    

Any media inquiry or is attention expected?  No  Yes List organizations requesting information:        

Contact Person/Phone Number(s) (include CM, TL, and TC): 

Contact Person:        Telephone Number:  (     )      -      

Case Manager:  Telephone Number:  (  

Team Leader:  Telephone Number:  (  

Team Coordinator:  Telephone Number:  (  

ATTACH a copy of the TFACTS Incident Report or if TFACTS is inoperable, DCS Form CS-0496, Serious 
Incident Report to this notice.   No   Yes 

Email to: Child-Fatality-Notification EI-DCS 
 within forty-eight (48) hours of notification 

Include subject line (in RED):  CHILD DEATH [secure email] or 
                                                      CHILD NEAR DEATH [secure email] 
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Child Protective Service Investigation Summary

and Classification Decision of Child Abuse/Neglect Referral
 Case Name : Investigation ID:

Summarize alleged perpetrator’s statement or admission: What is the perpetrator’s explanation of the
incident(s)/allegation(s)?

her best friend, Det. stated that Ms. was at a friends home on  at the time
of the incident and had been staying there for approximately a week. Det. also interviewed who
stated her son who is six years old came running in the home a little after 9:00PM and ran directly upstairs. Ms. 
asked her son what was wrong because she thought he had gotten in trouble outside or something. At that time her son
told her something happened to At that time she went outside and seen all the individuals at the scene of the
incident and  under the power line. Det.  stated that he believes the child was on his bike and ran into
the line Det. stated that while at the scene he observed the area to be not well lit and the power line to be rather
small. Det. believes that the six year old child witnessed get electrocuted and it scared him so he ran
home. The power line when observed at the scene was draping across the sidewalk. Det. stated that he observed
the two year old in her mothers care earlier in the day. Det. stated that Ms.  has a child that is sixteen years
old in the custody of an aunt and a ten year old and thirteen year old in the care of a friend, 

11/5/13- CPSI  TL Det. and Sgt.  attended a meeting with Dr.  (Medical
Examiner) on November 5, 2013 to discuss the death of According to Dr.  there were burns
observed on  arms and that is believed to be where the electrical current entered and exited his body. It is
believed death was almost instant because the electrical current paralyzed his heart. There were several
burns observed on his clothing, legs, and hands. There were no concerning marks or bruises noted that were not related to
the accident.

11/1/13- CPSI interviewed the mother,  at her home on November 1, 2013 regarding her son,
death. According to Ms. she had been going back and forth between her home and her best

friend, home. Ms. stated that her son was trick or treating with Ms. six year old son. Ms.
stated that her son checked in with her approximately two  five minutes before the incident occurred. 

was riding a bike and was suppose to circle around and come back to his mother. Ms.  stated she was inside at the
time of the actual incident. Ms.  stated she started hearing a lot of commotion outside. At that time her nephew,

 came and told her that was under wires. Ms. stated she immediately ran to her son
and at that time the ambulance was pulling up. The ambulance had to use a piece of wood to remove the wire from her
son. CPSI asked Ms.  if she had any other children. Ms. stated she has three older children that she
had while in DCS custody as a minor. Ms.  has a fifteen year old daughter that is in her aunts custody. A thirteen
year old and ten year old who is in the custody of Ms. former foster parent, CPSI asked
Ms.  about any current substance abuse. Ms.  admitted to using Marijuana last night after she left the hospital
after her son was pronounced dead. Ms. also stated that she had been drinking alcohol today and last night. CPSI

asked Ms. if she would take a drug screen. Ms. was initially willing to complete the drug screen but
was advised not to take the screen by her family. Ms.  signed the refusal form for the drug screen. CPSI 
asked Ms. about services for the family. Ms. stated she would be interested in grief counseling immediately.
Ms.  stated she currently takes medication for depression that is prescribed by her primary care physician because
she recently had a miscarriage that was triplets. Ms.  stated she has gone to before and would be
willing to work with them again. Ms. currently has TN Care insurance. Ms. has a strong support unit from her
family and is a member of the 

11/13/13- CPSI  interviewed the mother, on November 13, 2013 regarding services to be completed
by Ms. CPSI  asked for Ms.  to complete a mental health evaluation through CPSI

also asked Ms. to complete an A & D assessment with CPSI  asked Ms. if she
was currently doing any type of grief counseling. Ms. stated she is not currently doing counseling but is willing to do
whatever she has to do in order for her daughter to return to her care.
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Child Protective Service Investigation Summary

and Classification Decision of Child Abuse/Neglect Referral
 Case Name : Investigation ID:

Summarize witnesses’ descriptions of what they saw and what they believe indicates child abuse/neglect:

Summarize any other evidence or factors that support the investigative finding(s) for the allegation(s) of
abuse/neglect:

Distribution Copies: Juvenile Court in All Cases
District Attorney in Severe Child Abuse Cases
Regional Supervising Attorney

11/1/13- CPSI interviewed, nephew of on November 1, 2013 regarding the death
of According to Mr. he does not feel that this was an accident, he feels that  Electric
Service is to blame. A call was made at approximately 6:00PM by individuals in the neighborhood about the tree and
power line being down and they allegedly stated they were on their way. Earlier in the even  and his friend
had been at the local church at a trick or trunk. There were adults outside throughout the community as it was Halloween.
There were allegedly adults and familys walking all around the power line and no one knew it was even down there. It
was dark and there is not good lighting in that area. When rode through on his bike he did not see the line
and it wrapped around his bike and him. Mr. feels that the moisture in the air and condensation made the electrical
line basically attach to  body. Mr. stated when he witnessed that it was  under the power
line he immediately when to get the mother of 

Autopsy Report and Medical Records

5/6/14 1:31 PMPage 3 ofCS - 0740 3

Case # 2013.092












































































