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Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
Notice of Child Death/Near Death 

 
Intake #: Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/15/2013 

Type: (Please check one)   
DEATH   NEAR DEATH Date of Death/Near Death: 11/15/2013 

   
Child’s Name: DOB: Person ID: 

Gender:   Male  
Female Race/Ethnicity: Black or African American County/Region:  

Parents’ Names: Mother:  Father:  
Alleged Perpetrator’s Name: Unknown Relationship to Victim: N/A 
Child in custody at time of incident?   No   Yes Adjudication:       
If child is in DCS custody, list placement type and name:       

Describe (in detail) circumstances surrounding death/near death:   

Mr. was interviewed at Children's Hospital on 11/15/2013.  He stated on last night, 11-14-2013 his 
wife; nursed the about 11:45 PM for approximately 30 minutes.  burped and went back 
to sleep.  He stated had been gassy and fussy so they bought her some Gripe medicine to give her some relief 
from the gas.  Mr. reports woke up again at 1:20 am and she was crying and he got up to get the 
dropper to give her some Gripe medicine.  He stated Mrs. was rocking but she kept crying.  Mr. 

stated had a bowel movement and her Mrs. changed her diaper and she began passing gas.  He 
stated Mrs. was moving legs in a bicycle motion thinking this would help soothe the  The 

continued to cry so Mrs. got up and walked and rocked  He stated the had another 
bowel movement or wasn't finished with the first bowel movement.  Mr. continued stating  and Mrs. 

were in the living room and the father put his C-Pap machine on.  He stated that he thought he heard his wife 
say she didn't think the was breathing and he got up to make sure he heard her correctly.  He stated he went into 
the living room and asked for  Mr. stated the was wrapped in her blanket and he blew in her 
face to see if she would move.  He stated she took a deep breath and he didn't see or feel her breathing.  The father un-
wrapped and laid her on an ottoman and Mrs. started CPR. Mr. retrieved his cell phone and 
called 911 at 2:15 AM.  He stated that the 911 operator stayed on the phone and the phone on speaker while they were 
instructed on what they needed to do until the paramedics arrived.  Mr. stated he had to run downstairs to let 
the paramedics in and the paramedics took in the ambulance and the parents followed them to  
Children's Hospital.  

 

 

 

If this is a near death certified by a physician, identify physician by name and provide contact information: 

Name of Physician:       Telephone # (     )      -      

Street Address:       City/State/Zip:       

Describe (in detail )interview with family:   

Mrs. stated on Thursday, November 14, 2013 in the afternoon, she and the took a walk around the 
neighborhood for approximately 20 minutes.  Mrs. reports being a stay at home and no babysitter are ever 
required. Mrs. stated her mother assisted her in caring for when she first got out of the hospital. Mrs. 

stated her mother helped her for one week with the due to her having a C-Section and a weight 
restriction.  Mrs. stated the had been a little fussy for a few days and they bought her some Gripe 
medicine to help with gas and the fussiness. Mrs. stated her husband came home around 8 pm and the 
was in her bedroom sleeping. Mrs. stated she was breast feeding her and she does not pump milk due 
to her being with the at all times.  Mrs. stated she nursed the at 11:45 pm and burped her.  She 
stated was crying a little harder than normal.  Mrs. stated her husband went and purchased Gripe 
medicine and the dropper and she gave the some Gripe medicine; she fell back to sleep.  She stated 
started crying around 1:20 am and at this time the was in her co-bassinette in her parents’ room.  Mrs. 
picked up and started rocking her and she began passing gas.  Mrs. stated that she did bicycles with 
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Intake #: Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/15/2013 
the  legs to help soothe her.  She stated the had a bowel movement and she changed the on 
her bed.  Mrs. stated that her kept crying, a hard cry, and she wondered if she was hungry, but she 
wasn't.  She states walking with the and thought this would help, and then the had another bowel 
movement. Mrs. reports getting a diaper out of the room and walked to the living room and changed 
the on the sofa.  Mrs. stated the stopped crying and was breathing  hard, but she thought it 
was because she had been crying so hard, she said she did that about 3 times and went to sleep.  She stated her 
sleeps sound, so she laid her on the sofa.  Mrs. looked at her and appeared that she was not 
breathing. She called her husband from the bedroom and said she didn't think the was breathing.  Mrs. 
stated her husband took the and the  took a breath and he laid her on the ottoman and un-wrapped the 

and stated she is not breathing and she started CPR while her husband called 911.  She stated her husband put 
the phone on speaker and they followed the instructions of the operator until the paramedics arrived and they took 
to the Children’s Hospital, and they followed them.   

 

If child was hospitalized, describe (in detail) DCS involvement during hospitalization:   

was taken to the emergency room at Children's Hospital. When CPSI arrived at 
Children's Hospital she was met by the social worker on duty at the time  was brought 

to the hospital. As  was taking CPSI  to the private conference room to meet the family and the 
detectives she asked about the current medical status of baby. According to  Social Worker 
the doctors attempted to resusitate for 35 minutes before she was pronounced dead.  

 

Describe disposition of body (Death): At the time of CPSI arrival the child was no longer at the hospital as 
she was taken to the Medical Examiners office for the autopsy.  

Name of Medical Examiner/Coroner: Dr.   Was autopsy requested?   No   Yes 
Did CPS open an investigation on this Death/Near Death?   No   Yes 
Was there DCS involvement at the time of Death/Near Death?   No  Yes  
Type:       Case #:       

Describe law enforcement or court involvement, if applicable:   

Law enforcement was already at the hospital by the time DCS received the initial referral on At the time of CPSI 
 arrival Detective  and Detective  were already meeting with the family. Both detectives were given the 

same information as law enforcement and CPSI interviewed the family together. Both went to the home to 
conduct the re-enactment. It appears Mrs.  re-enactment was consistent with statement she gave to both DCS 
and law enforcement.  

At this time there is no court invovlement, either in criminal court or juvenile court, pertaining to the family and the incident. 

 

Describe (in detail) action taken to ensure safety of other children (list names and ages of surviving children) and/or victim 
(Near Death) (attach safety plan, if applicable):   

The couple have no additional children in the home.CPSI did observe pictures of another child in the home. At 
this time a diligent search, SSMS and background check is being requested. Additionally, CPSI spoke with the 
father on November 19, 2013 for a scheduled home visit. 

 
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        

Prior DCS involvement with the family. Include dates, type, case #s, allegations, victims, perpetrators (if applicable),  and 
classifications/adjudications (if applicable): 

Date Case # Allegations Victims Perpetrators Classification/Adj 
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
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Intake #: Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/15/2013 
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    

Any media inquiry or is attention expected?  No  Yes List organizations requesting information:        

Contact Person/Phone Number(s) (include CM, TL, and TC): 

Contact Person:        Telephone Number:  (     )      -      

Case Manager:  Telephone Number:   

Team Leader:  Telephone Number:   

Team Coordinator:  Telephone Number:   

ATTACH a copy of the TFACTS Incident Report or if TFACTS is inoperable, DCS Form CS-0496, Serious 
Incident Report to this notice.   No   Yes 

Email to: Child-Fatality-Notification EI-DCS 
 within forty-eight (48) hours of notification 

Include subject line (in RED):  CHILD DEATH [secure email] or 
                                                      CHILD NEAR DEATH [secure email] 
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline Summary

Participant(s)

 , Name:

Partipant ID:MaleGender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:

Name:

Partipant ID:FemaleGender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline Summary

Name:

Partipant ID:FemaleGender: Date of Birth:

 6 MosAge:SSN: Black/AfricanRace:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:

Unknown Participant   UnknownName:

Partipant ID:Gender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

YesAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Child Protective Service Investigation Summary

and Classification Decision of Child Abuse/Neglect Referral
Case Name : Investigation ID:

Summarize witnesses’ descriptions of what they saw and what they believe indicates child abuse/neglect:

Summarize any other evidence or factors that support the investigative finding(s) for the allegation(s) of
abuse/neglect:

Distribution Copies: Juvenile Court in All Cases
District Attorney in Severe Child Abuse Cases
Regional Supervising Attorney

On 11-15-2013,
Mrs.  stated that on Thursday, November 14, 2013 in the afternoon, she and the baby took a walk around the
neighborhood, it was no more than 20 minutes.  Mrs.  is a stay at home mother and states that no one else has
watched her baby, except for when she first got out of the hospital.  The mother stated that her mother came to help her for
one week with the baby due to her having a C-Section and having a weight restriction.  Mrs. stated that the baby
had been a little fussy for a few days and they bought her some gripe to help with gas and the fussines.  The mother stated
that her husband came home around 8 PM and the baby was in her room sleep and she was sleep in her own room.  The
new mother stated that she was breast feeding her baby, and she does not pump milk due to her being with the baby at all
times.  The mother stated that she nursed the baby at 11:45 PM and burped her.  She stated that she was crying a little
harder than normal.  She stated that her husband went and got the gripe medicine and the dropper and she gave the baby
some gripe medicine.  The baby went back to sleep.  The baby started crying around 1:20 AM and at this time the baby
was in her co-bassinette in her parents room.  Mrs. picked her crying baby up and started rocking her, she
stated that when she picked her up the baby started passing gas.  The mother stated that she did bicycles with the

legs to help soothe her.  She stated that the baby had a bowel movement and she changed the baby on her bed.
Mrs.  stated that her baby kept crying, a hard cry, and she wondered if she was hungry, but she wasn't.  She
stated that she started walking with the baby and thought this would help, and then the baby had another bowel movement,
so she got a pamper out of the baby's room and walked to the living room and changed the baby on the sofa.  She stated
that the baby stopped crying and was breathing  hard, but she thought it was because she had cried so hard, she said she
did that about 3 times and went to sleep.  She stated that her baby sleeps sound, so she laid her on the sofa.  The mother
looked at her baby and it didn't look like she was breathing, she called her husband from the bedroom and said she didn't
think the baby was breathing.  She stated that her husband took the baby and the baby took a breath and he laid her on
the ottoman and unwrapped the baby and stated she is not breathing and she started CPR wile her husband called 911.
She stated that her husband put the phone on speaker and they followed the instructions of the operator until the
paramedics arrived and they took the paramedics took the baby to the hospital, and they followed the ambulance to the
hospital.

The autopsy is still pending on this case.
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