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Intake #:  Investigation #:  Date of Referral: 11/20/2013 
Court involvement as preliminary reports are this death was a result of  medical issues.    

 

Describe (in detail) action taken to ensure safety of other children (list names and ages of surviving children) and/or victim 
(Near Death) (attach safety plan, if applicable):   

There are no risk to other children involved and counseling has been offered to those children to help them with the death 
of    

 
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        
Name:        Age:        

Prior DCS involvement with the family. Include dates, type, case #s, allegations, victims, perpetrators (if applicable),  and 
classifications/adjudications (if applicable): 

Date Case # Allegations Victims Perpetrators Classification/Adj 

11/07/2013  LOS/DEC   No services needed 
05/17/2012  Med. Mal.    AUPU 
05/07/2012  LOS/DEC   No Services needed 
02/10/2012  Med. Mal   AIPI 
08/29/2011  Med. Mal   AUPU 
     /     /                                    
     /     /                                    

Any media inquiry or is attention expected?  No  Yes List organizations requesting information:        

Contact Person/Phone Number(s) (include CM, TL, and TC): 

Contact Person:        Telephone Number:  (     )      -      

Case Manager:   Telephone Number:  (  

Team Leader:   Telephone Number:  (  

Team Coordinator:  Telephone Number:  

ATTACH a copy of the TFACTS Incident Report or if TFACTS is inoperable, DCS Form CS-0496, Serious 
Incident Report to this notice.   No   Yes 

Email to: Child-Fatality-Notification EI-DCS 

 within forty-eight (48) hours of notification 

Include subject line (in RED):  CHILD DEATH [secure email] or 
                                                      CHILD NEAR DEATH [secure email] 

 
 

Case # 2013.100ph







Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline Summary

Investigative Track - P1 - CHILD DEATH
, TC, on 11/20/13 @ 9:26am

Notified Child Death/Child Near Death Notification Group via Email:

, 
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline Summary

Participant(s)

Name:

Partipant ID:MaleGender: Date of Birth:

6 Yrs (Est)Age:SSN: Black/AfricanRace:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

YesDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:

Name:

Partipant ID:FemaleGender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services
Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline Summary

Name:

Partipant ID:MaleGender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

NoAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:

Unknown Participant   UnknownName:

Partipant ID:Gender: Date of Birth:

Age:SSN: Race:

Address:

Deceased Date:

YesAlleged Perpetrator:

NoDCS Foster Child:

School/ ChildCare Comments:

External History Search Results:

DCS History Search Results:

DCS Intake Search Results:
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Child Protective Service Investigation Summary
and Classification Decision of Child Abuse/Neglect Referral

Case Name : Investigation ID:

Summarize alleged perpetrator’s statement or admission: What is the perpetrator’s explanation of the
incident(s)/allegation(s)?

Summarize witnesses’ descriptions of what they saw and what they believe indicates child abuse/neglect:

Summarize any other evidence or factors that support the investigative finding(s) for the allegation(s) of
abuse/neglect:

care. Ms.  stated that she did not have any concerns for  at one point they did have concerns with him being
properly bathed and his tube being properly cleaned but they complained to DCS and it was taken care of. Ms.  said
that she believed that  was being cared for properly in the foster home. Ms.  said that one time  was
throwing up and they tried calling the foster mother from the teachers phone, the foster mother didnt answer and when
they called from a different number she answered, but the foster mother did come to pick him up. Ms.  said that she
did not have any major concerns regarding 

There was no identifiable alleged perpetrator due to the manner of death being natural and the cause of death was
complications of cerebral palsy and seizure disorder.

SI  interviewed the resource parent, , at the resource home on this date. SI discussed the
death of  with Mrs.  Also present during the interview was SI  Mrs. 
stated that the children all know what happened and they were ok this morning. Mrs.  said that she woke up
as she normally does around 5:30 AM because she has to get  and  ready because they ride the handicap
bus that comes at 6:30 AM and she went in to wake  up and he did not have a pulse. Mrs.  said that

 appeared to have been dead for a few hours because his lips were white and he is a black child. Mrs.
 stated that it was about 5:50 AM when she found  in his crib in the living room. Mrs. 

said that they have  crib placed in the living room against the wall to their bedroom so that they can hear him.
Mrs.  stated that  could not walk or talk, he had Cerebral Palsy, seizure activity, he was wheelchair
bound, G-tube dependent and he got 4 feedings a day through his g-tube, he couldnt eat solid food. Mrs. 
said that  last feeding is at bedtime and he is fed PediaSure, 4 a day. Mrs.  said that a pillow was in

 bed because he has to be elevated when he has his feedings. Mrs.  stated that this is not the first
medically fragile child they have cared for; they have been foster parents for 3 years. Mrs.  stated that she
hooked the g-tube up at 8:30 PM and it runs for 3 hours and then there is an alarm that goes off so she knows when the
feeding is complete. Mrs.  said that she unhooked the tube and  was laying there sleeping as
normal. Mrs.  stated that  went to school yesterday and he wasnt sick; he has allergies and sinus
drainage but he wasnt sick, he took medication for seizure and Gourd,  took Phenobarbital for seizures and
Prevacid for Gourd for acid reflux with feedings and he had a new medication, Trihexphenidyl for muscle tightness and
Baclofen for muscle tightness. SI is noting that Mrs.  showed SI the medications. Mrs.  said that
they have always been told that  life expectancy depended on his level of care.

Mrs.  said that  weighed 20 pounds when he came into DCS custody because the mother wasnt
feeding him or taking him to doctor appointments and he now weighed about 40 pounds, he doubled his weight in a year
and a half. Mrs.  said that  went to his neurology appointment at  last week and they were
working on getting him started on physical therapy and an appointment for his wheelchair fitting because he had
outgrown his old wheelchair. Mrs.  stated that  seemed relatively stable.

DCS policy defines Fatality/Near Fatality as any unexplained death of a child when the cause of death is unknown or
pending an autopsy report. Any child death caused by abuse resulting from direct action of the childs caretaker or the
consequence of the childs caretakers failure to stop another persons direct action that resulted in the death of a child. Child
fatalities are always treated as severe child abuse. Any child death that is the result of the caretakers failure to meet
childcare responsibilities. Neglect death is always treated as severe child abuse.

SI  is closing and classifying the allegation of Neglect Death towards custodial child and alleged victim

5/2/14 2:33 PMPage 2 ofCS - 0740 3
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Child Protective Service Investigation Summary
and Classification Decision of Child Abuse/Neglect Referral

Case Name : Investigation ID:

Distribution Copies: Juvenile Court in All Cases
District Attorney in Severe Child Abuse Cases
Regional Supervising Attorney

 against Unknown alleged perpetrator as Allegation Unsubstantiated Perpetrator Unsubstantiated. The
alleged victim was a medically fragile child who was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, seizure disorder, mental retardation,
and wheelchair bound. There was no identifiable alleged perpetrator due to the autopsy report documenting that the cause
of death was complications of cerebral palsy and seizure disorder and the manner of death was natural. Therefore there is
no evidence to support the allegations of Neglect Death in accordance with DCS policy.

5/2/14 2:33 PMPage 3 ofCS - 0740 3
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 03/28/2014 Contact Method:

Contact Time: 08:26 PM Contact Duration: Less than 30

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 03/28/2014

Completed date: 03/28/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Service Planning,Well Being

Notation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

Closing notification was sent on March 28, 2014 via email to pertinent individuals listed on notification.

Entry Date/Time: 03/28/2014 08:28 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 1 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 02/27/2014 Contact Method:

Contact Time: 10:40 AM Contact Duration: Less than 05

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 02/27/2014

Completed date: 02/27/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Service Planning

Notation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI is noting that a copy of the 740 has been placed in the case file.

Entry Date/Time: 02/27/2014 10:39 AM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 2 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 02/27/2014 Contact Method:

Contact Time: 05:30 AM Contact Duration: Less than 45

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 02/27/2014

Completed date: 02/27/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Service Planning,Well Being

Notation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

LI  read and approved this case for closure. The case is being closed AUPU. The ACV was a custoidal child and the
closing notice is being sent to the proper persons. This is a child fatality case and no concerns were found by the SI or the Medical
Examiner.

Entry Date/Time: 02/27/2014 06:04 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 5 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 02/07/2014 Contact Method:

Contact Time: 11:00 AM Contact Duration: Less than 05

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 02/10/2014

Completed date: 02/10/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Service Planning

Notation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  is noting that SI contacted DCS Nursing Director, , on this date to inquire of the pending autopsy report on
. SI is noting that SI and LI were informed that the autopsy is still pending and Ms.  would inform SI and LI

when the results are completed.

Entry Date/Time: 02/10/2014 11:41 AM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 8 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 01/17/2014 Contact Method: Phone Call

Contact Time: 02:20 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 02/10/2014

Completed date: 02/10/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Service Planning

Collateral Contact

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  spoke to Dr.  with the Medical Examiners Office on this date regarding the autopsy report for .
Dr.  informed SI that the autopsy is still pending and there is still no cause of death at this time. Dr.  informed SI
that she could possibly have the autopsy completed within a few weeks and the ultimate cause of death may be undetermined. SI
thanked Dr.  for her time.

Entry Date/Time: 02/10/2014 11:36 AM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 10 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 01/14/2014 Contact Method: Phone Call

Contact Time: 02:10 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/16/2014

Completed date: 01/16/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Collateral Contact

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  spoke to the school nurse at  Elementary School,  on this date. SI asked Ms.  if she was
familiar with . Ms.  reported that she saw  a few times in the clinic but there is a nurse in the CDC
classroom all the time and that is . Ms.  stated that there were concerns in the past regarding  one time
the teacher asked her to call the foster parent to come pick  up because he got sick and they had difficulty getting in touch
with the foster parent. Ms.  said that  had vomited all over himself and his wheelchair and the foster mom took a long
time to come pick him up and it didnt seem to concern the foster mother that  had vomit all on him and his chair. SI
thanked Ms.  for her time and SI was transferred to the CDC class to talk to the nurse.

Entry Date/Time: 01/16/2014 05:08 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 13 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 01/07/2014 Contact Method: Phone Call

Contact Time: 02:30 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/16/2014

Completed date: 01/16/2014 Completed By:

Location: DCS Office

Purpose(s): Service Planning

Collateral Contact

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  called the  Examiners Office on this date. SI was informed that the case on  is still
pending and the autopsy report is not ready. SI is noting that SI sent a letter on this date requesting the autopsy report once
complete.

Entry Date/Time: 01/16/2014 05:10 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 15 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Allegation: Medical Maltreatment
Alleged victim: 
Alleged perpetrator: 
Classification: Unfounded

Investigation #  on 2/9/12
Allegation: Medical Maltreatment
Alleged victim: 
Alleged perpetrator: 
Classification: Indicated

Investigation #  on 5/16/12
Allegation: Medical Maltreatment
Alleged victim: 
Alleged perpetrator: 
Classification: Unfounded

Investigation #  on 5/6/12
Allegation: Drug Exposed Child
Alleged victim:  and 
Alleged perpetrator: 
Classification: No Services Needed

 was removed to DCS custody on 7/5/12 as Dependent Neglect due to neglect

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 18 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method: Face To Face

Contact Time: 04:35 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/16/2014

Completed date: 01/16/2014 Completed By:

Location: Resource Home

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Parent/Caretaker Interview

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  observed the home environment of the resource home. There were no safety concerns or environmental hazards
observed. The home had food and working utilities. SI observed the area of the living room where  crib, medical supplies
and clothing was located. SI is noting that the crib was located against the wall in the living room on the other side of the resource
parents bedroom. A small table sat next to the crib with medical supplies and  necessities. There were 3 stuffed animals
in the crib. SI is noting that photographs of the area are located in the case file and the documents section of the investigation.

SI is noting that Mrs.  informed SI that the blanket and stuffed animals were at  feet. Mrs. 
reported that she thinks that they wrapped  in the blanket that was in the crib or the police took it. Mrs.  said
that the police also took the feeding tube, they took pictures and asked a lot of questions but they did not say how he died.

Entry Date/Time: 01/16/2014 04:50 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 21 ofCR - Summary 38

Case # 2013.100ph









Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method: Face To Face

Contact Time: 03:25 PM Contact Duration: Less than 30

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/16/2014

Completed date: 01/16/2014 Completed By:

Location: Resource Home

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Other Child Living in the Home Interview/Observation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  interviewed biological child of the resource parents, , at the resource home on this date. SI built
rapport with  by talking about school, home and what she does for fun.  said that she is 6 and in the 1st grade; things are
good at home and she plays outside or jumps on the trampoline for fun.  said that her foster brothers are  and 
she likes having foster brothers; she had two other foster brothers, one left and  died last night. SI asked  about

  said that she loved  very much; he would pull her hair in the car when they were driving home and she loved
when  pulled her hair.  said that  would hold her hand and smile and laugh at her all the time. SI asked 
who took care of   stated that her mom and dad took care of  and his mom had to feed him with the machine.
SI asked  how  was last night.  said that last night  was in his crib but when she woke up this morning the
police and other people were in the living room and her mom told her that  died; her mom was sad and her sister 
cried.  stated that last night  was sleeping and then he stopped breathing, but  was happy last night before he
went to sleep because she was playing with him and gave him some toys. SI thanked  for talking to SI.

Entry Date/Time: 01/16/2014 04:10 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 25 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method: Face To Face

Contact Time: 03:05 PM Contact Duration: Less than 30

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/16/2014

Completed date: 01/16/2014 Completed By:

Location: Resource Home

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Other Child Living in the Home Interview/Observation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  interviewed biological child of the resource parents, , at the resource home on this date. SI built
rapport with  by talking about his school, home, his birthday plans and Lego toys.  said that he is 7 and in the 2
grade; his birthday is after Christmas.  stated that everything is good at home except  because  is noisy and
crazy;  is his foster brother.  said that he likes to play Batman Lego on the X-Box. SI asked  to tell SI about

  said that  was his little foster brother; he liked  because  would laugh and grab his hand.
 said that  would wiggle on the floor and lay in the bed because he couldnt walk. SI asked  about 

feedings.  said that  lay in his bed to get fed every night for supper and  went to school in his wheelchair.
 stated that  was happy, he smiled and laughed a lot and he liked playing with   said that he liked

having  here with them and he misses  and his papa.  said that his papa, his dads dad died not long ago
and his dad misses papa.  stated that last night  was in his crib where he sleeps and this morning when they came
out to get dressed  was already gone and the cops, ambulance and some other people were here in the living room.

 said thats when he found out because he asked mom where  was and she said that  died; it made him
sad.  said that his mom and dad were sad too. SI asked  what he does at home for fun.  said that they
jump on the trampoline, ride bikes and he builds airplanes with his dad. SI thanked  for talking to SI.

Entry Date/Time: 01/16/2014 03:56 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 26 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method:

Contact Time: 02:50 PM Contact Duration: Less than 05

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/14/2014

Completed date: 01/14/2014 Completed By:

Location: Resource Home

Purpose(s): Service Planning

Notation

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI is noting that the resource parents made arrangements to go pick all of the children up from school early so SI could interview
the biological children and resource children in the home.

Entry Date/Time: 01/14/2014 05:01 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 27 ofCR - Summary 38

Case # 2013.100ph











Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

school, he was at  in the handicap classroom. Mrs.  stated that she did not see any signs of
anything, he was happy and laying in his crib yesterday giggling and wiggling like he normally does and last night nothing was out
of the ordinary. Mrs.  said that she has a little medical training, she worked as a CN aide for 10 years and she also
had training through  for medically fragile children. Mrs.  stated that  and his supervisor from

 came out this morning and a  detective and the Medical Examiner was here before the body could
be taken out. Mrs.  said that they told their children about  but  talked to  today at school to
check on him. Mrs.  said that they just had a loss in the family so they have just dealt with death and dying within their
family. Mrs.  said that she doesnt work; she is a stay at home mom. SI explained the investigative process to Mrs.

 and informed the family that SI could provide counseling resources if needed. Mrs.  informed SI that
 and  has informed her that they could provide them with resources if needed. SI thanked Mrs.  for

her time.

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 32 ofCR - Summary 38
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method: Phone Call

Contact Time: 12:30 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/14/2014

Completed date: 01/14/2014 Completed By:

Location: Other Community Site

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Collateral Contact

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  spoke to , the  worker for  on this date. Mr.  stated that he has been the
worker for the child off and on for about a year. Mr.  said that he saw the child last week and he thinks the child went to
school yesterday because if the child doesnt go to school the resource parent usually calls him to let him know. Mr.  said
that the resource parents have done an amazing job with  and this was not the first medically fragile child that the resource
parents have cared for. Mr.  said that  came into DCS custody weighing 20 pounds and he now weighs 40 pounds,
he gained 20 pounds. Mr.  said that he sees  on a weekly basis at school or at the resource home and he provides
monthly case services and  has physical and occupational therapy while at school. Mr.  informed SI that the

 have 3 biological children and 2 other foster children in the home and there is no risk to the other children at all with
being in the care of the resource parents. Mr.  said that he went to talk to the oldest foster child today at school, 
because  is MR and has had behaviors in the past and he didnt want the death of  cause  to escalate while in
school. SI requested a copy of the resource home study. Mr.  informed SI that he did not complete the home study on the
resource home. SI thanked Mr.  for his time.

Entry Date/Time: 01/14/2014 04:12 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

Recording ID: Status: Completed

Contact Date: 11/20/2013 Contact Method: Phone Call

Contact Time: 12:20 PM Contact Duration: Less than 15

Entered By: Recorded For:

Created Date: 01/14/2014

Completed date: 01/14/2014 Completed By:

Location: Other Community Site

Purpose(s): Permanency,Safety - Child/Community,Well Being

Collateral Contact

Contact Sub Type:

Case Recording Details

Children Concerning

Participant(s)

Contact Type(s):

Narrative Details

SI  spoke to Investigator  with  Sheriffs Department on this date. Investigator  informed
SI that he was on the scene this morning with the death of the child and he contacted the DA to order the autopsy. Investigator

 informed SI that he has no suspicions of the foster parents, there was nothing at the scene of any suspected foul play or
nothing that was concerning to him; they have to follow up as a precaution because of the type of case. Investigator 
informed SI that he did take the feeding tube that was used last night for evidence. SI thanked Investigator  for his time.

Entry Date/Time: 01/14/2014 05:06 PM Entered By:Narrative Type: Original

5/2/14 2:32 PMPage 34 ofCR - Summary 38

Case # 2013.100ph









Tennessee Department of Children's Services

Case Recording Summary

Case Id: Case Name:

Case Status: Close Organization:

 was diagnosed with Encepolopathy.  This is a birth defect and a form of brain damage.  He also has a g tube and can eat
no solid food.

It is believed that there have been numerous previous DCS reports in the past for this child.  When  entered into DCS
custody, his life expectancy was not long because of all of his medical conditions.

 has Cerebral Palsy and Gerd, and he was fed at night.  Last night,  checked on him around 11:00 pm and she
unhooked his tube.  She checked on him around 5:30 am this morning, and  had no pulse.   sleeps in a crib right
outside the foster parent's bedroom door.

An ambulance was called and  was transported to  Hospital in  TN and it is believed that an autopsy
will be completed by the coroner once permission is received.

His DCS CM, , has been notified, as well as TL .  CM  is notifying  biological
mother.

Reporter stated that there is no reason to believe that any of the other children currently in the home are at risk at this time, and
there is no reason to move the children from the home.

This is all the information that the referent had to provide at this time.

Note: There are several biological children and at least two foster children in this foster home at this time.  None of the children are
related to   None of the children have special needs (that are known) at this time.  The referent did not have the
demographic information for the other children available at the time of the report.

Investigative Track - P1 - CHILD DEATH
 TC, on 11/20/13 @ 9:26am

Notified Child Death/Child Near Death Notification Group via Email:
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Tennessee Department of Children's Services

SDM       Safety AssessmentTM

Family Name:

County:

TN DCS Intake ID #:

Worker:

Assessment Type:

Date of Assessment: 11/8/13 12:00 AMDate of Referral: 11/6/13 5:12 PM

Number of Children in the Household: 1

Assessment

Iinitial OtherClosingX

Directions: The following factors are behaviors or conditions that may be associated with a child being in immediate danger
of serious harm. Identify the presence of absence of each factor by making either "yes" or "no". Note: The vulnerability of
each child needs to be considered throughout the assessment. Children ages zero through six cannot protect themselves.
For older children, inability to protect themselves could result from diminished mental or physical capacity or repeated
victimization.

Section 1: Immediate  Harm Factors

Yes No

1.X Caretaker caused serious physical harm to the child, or made a plausible threat to cause serious
physical harm in the current investigation indicated by (check all that apply):

Serious injury or abuse to child other than accidental.

Death of a child due to abuse or neglect.

Care taker fears that s/he will maltreat the child.

Threat to cause harm or retaliate against the child.

Excessive discipline or physical force.

Drug-affected infant/child.

Methamphetamine lab exposure.

X 2. Child sexual abuse is suspected,and circumstances suggest that the child's safety may be of
immediate concern.

X 3. Caretaker fails to protect the child from serious harm or threatened harm by others. This may include
physical abuse, sexual abuse, or neglect.

X 4.

X 5. The family refuses access to the child, or there is reason to believe that the family is about to flee.

X 6. Caretaker does not meet the child's immediate needs for supervision, food, clothing, and/or medical or
mental health care.

X 7. The physical living conditions are hazardous and immediately threatening to the health and/or safety of
the child.

X 8. Caretaker's current substance abuse seriously impairs his/her ability to supervise, protect, or care for the
child.

X 9. Domestic violence exists in the home and poses a risk of serious physical and/or emotional harm to the
child.
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Caretaker's explanation for the injury to the child is questionable or inconsistent with the type of injury,
and the nature of the injury suggests that the child's safety may be of  immediate concern.
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X 10. Caretaker describes the child in predominantly negative terms or acts toward the child in negative ways
that result in the child being a danger to self or others, acting out aggressively, or being severely
withdrawn and/or suicidal.

X 11. Caretaker's emotional stability, developmental status, or cognitive deficiency seriously impairs his/her
current ability to supervise, protect, or care for the child.

X 12. There is a pattern of prior investigations and/or behavior that suggests an escalating threat to
child safety.

X 13. Other (specify)

If no immediate harm factors are observed, proceed to Section 3

If no immediate harm factors are present, go to Section 3. If one or more immediate harm factors are present, consider
whether safety interventions one through eight will allow the child to remain in the home for the present time. Check the
item umber for all safety interventions that will be implemented. If there are no available safety interventions that would
allow the child to remain in the home, indicate by checking item nine or ten, and follow procedures for initiating a voluntary
agreement or taking the child into protective custody. Mark all that apply:

Section 2: Safety Interventions

Non-Protective Custody Interventions:

Intervention or direct services by worker as part of a safety plan.1.

2. Use of family, neighbors, or other individuals in the community as safety resources.

3. Use of community agencies or services as immediate safety resources.

4. Have caretaker appropriately protect the victim from the alleged perpetrator.

5. Have the alleged perpetrator leave the home, either voluntarily or in response to legal action.

6. Have the non-offending caretaker move to a safe environment with the child.

7. Legal action planned or initiated - child remains in the home.

8. Other (Specify):

Protective Custody Interventions:

9. Caretaker signs a voluntary placement agreement that places the child in Department of Children Services
(DCS) custody.

10. Child placed in protective custody pursuant to 37-1-113 and 37-1-117 because no interventions are available to
adequately ensure the child's safety.
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Section 3: Safety Decision

Identify the safety decision. This decision should be based on the assessment of all immediate harm factors, safety
interventions, and any other information known about the family. Mark only one.

X 1.           No immediate harm factors were identified at this time. Based on currently available information, there are
no children likely to be in immediate danger of serious harm.
Safe.

2. Conditionally Safe.                                  One or more immediate harm factors are present, and one or more protecting interventions
#1-8 have been planned or taken. Based on protecting interventions, no protective custody action is necessary
at this time.

3.               One or more immediate harm factors are present, and placement is the only protecting intervention (#9
or #10) possible for one or more children. Without placement, one or more children will likely be in danger of
immediate or serious harm.

Unsafe.

X All children placed.

One or more children being placed in protective custody, but others remain in the home.
Complete the status of each child below only when one or more children are being removed,
but others remain in the home:

Children Removed

Children Not Removed

Case Manager:

Team Leader:

Date:

Date:
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X 10. Caretaker describes the child in predominantly negative terms or acts toward the child in negative ways
that result in the child being a danger to self or others, acting out aggressively, or being severely
withdrawn and/or suicidal.

X 11. Caretaker's emotional stability, developmental status, or cognitive deficiency seriously impairs his/her
current ability to supervise, protect, or care for the child.

X 12. There is a pattern of prior investigations and/or behavior that suggests an escalating threat to
child safety.

X 13. Other (specify)

If no immediate harm factors are observed, proceed to Section 3

If no immediate harm factors are present, go to Section 3. If one or more immediate harm factors are present, consider
whether safety interventions one through eight will allow the child to remain in the home for the present time. Check the
item umber for all safety interventions that will be implemented. If there are no available safety interventions that would
allow the child to remain in the home, indicate by checking item nine or ten, and follow procedures for initiating a voluntary
agreement or taking the child into protective custody. Mark all that apply:

Section 2: Safety Interventions

Non-Protective Custody Interventions:

Intervention or direct services by worker as part of a safety plan.1.

2. Use of family, neighbors, or other individuals in the community as safety resources.

3. Use of community agencies or services as immediate safety resources.

4. Have caretaker appropriately protect the victim from the alleged perpetrator.

5. Have the alleged perpetrator leave the home, either voluntarily or in response to legal action.

6. Have the non-offending caretaker move to a safe environment with the child.

7. Legal action planned or initiated - child remains in the home.

8. Other (Specify):

Protective Custody Interventions:

9. Caretaker signs a voluntary placement agreement that places the child in Department of Children Services
(DCS) custody.

10. Child placed in protective custody pursuant to 37-1-113 and 37-1-117 because no interventions are available to
adequately ensure the child's safety.
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Section 3: Safety Decision

Identify the safety decision. This decision should be based on the assessment of all immediate harm factors, safety
interventions, and any other information known about the family. Mark only one.

X 1.           No immediate harm factors were identified at this time. Based on currently available information, there are
no children likely to be in immediate danger of serious harm.
Safe.

2. Conditionally Safe.                                  One or more immediate harm factors are present, and one or more protecting interventions
#1-8 have been planned or taken. Based on protecting interventions, no protective custody action is necessary
at this time.

3.               One or more immediate harm factors are present, and placement is the only protecting intervention (#9
or #10) possible for one or more children. Without placement, one or more children will likely be in danger of
immediate or serious harm.

Unsafe.

X All children placed.

One or more children being placed in protective custody, but others remain in the home.
Complete the status of each child below only when one or more children are being removed,
but others remain in the home:

Children Removed

Children Not Removed

Case Manager:

Team Leader:

Date:

Date:
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