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	Tennessee Department of Children’s Services

FOSTER PARENT OATH TO ABIDE


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Foster Parent Oath of Confidentiality                          
A great deal of sensitive and confidential information about children and families served by Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will be shared with foster parents.  DCS believes that protecting sensitive and confidential information is critical to building and maintaining positive relationships and requires that all persons affiliated with DCS adhere to a practice of protecting that kind of information.  DCS requires all potential and active foster parents to sign an oath to refrain from sharing any information about children or families with individuals or agencies not authorized by a child’s family service worker to receive that information.

Applicant’s Pledge Statement

	I, 
	                                            
	, understand that information shared with me as a Foster Parent


concerning children and families is strictly confidential.  This information is shared in order to help deal with the child in the most effective manner.  This information is not to be shared with anyone else without the written permission of DCS.
Co-Applicant’s Pledge Statement

	I, 
	                                            
	, understand that information shared with me as a Foster Parent


concerning children and families is strictly confidential.  This information is shared in order to help deal with the child in the most effective manner.  This information is not to be shared with anyone else without the written permission of DCS.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oath to Report Child Abuse and Neglect and Proper Use of Car Seats

DCS requires all potential and active foster parents to receive, read, and sign an oath to report any suspected child abuse or neglect and to abide by all child safety restraint laws.  

Applicant’s Pledge Statement

	I, 
	                                            
	, understand my duty to report suspected child abuse or


neglect and to abide by child safety restraint laws. I do solemnly pledge to report any suspected child abuse or neglect to the proper authorities.  I realize that failure to report is a violation of the law and is not in the best interest of children.   I also pledge to adhere to child restraint laws while transporting children in my vehicle.

Co-Applicant’s Pledge Statement

	I, 
	                                            
	, understand my duty to report suspected child abuse or


neglect and to abide by child safety restraint laws. I do solemnly pledge to report any suspected child abuse or neglect to the proper authorities.  I realize that failure to report is a violation of the law and is not in the best interest of children.       I also pledge to adhere to child restraint laws while transporting children in my vehicle.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hand Gun Carry Permit



 
	I, 
	                                            
	, possess a Tennessee Hand Gun Carry Permit.  I have


provided DCS with a copy of the permit. I understand that I am responsible for the safety of the children in my care and will exercise extreme caution at all times.  (Attach copy of permit.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	                                            
	do not possess a TN Hand Gun Permit.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Foster Parent Agreement to use good judgment/Social Media
Foster and Kinship families may post on public/private internet sites, including social networking sites, information and photographs of their family.  These posts may include foster children if the following conditions are met:

·  Before posting information and photographs, the Family Service Worker is notified and approves the posting.  This approval will ensure the post poses no potential risk to the child or your family.  In some cases the child’s family cannot know where the child is placed due to extreme abuse histories.  

· The desire to post family photographs is discussed within the framework of the Child and Family Team (CFTM) meetings and agreed upon by all team members including the child (if age appropriate).  If birth parents are not available for the CFTM or if they are not active on the CFT, their circumstances should be considered before the team agrees on a decision.  

· The children and youth are not identified by their biological name---only their first name.  

· Specific family information is never posted.

· There is no discussion on the social media site regarding case specific information.  

· Youth who may be Human Trafficking victims should not use social media due to substantial safety concerns.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Foster Parent Agreement with pool or other water hazards on their property  
Local ordinances and home owner insurance requirements have been followed to secure the pool/water with fencing/locked gate and/or an alarm system.  A Safety Plan can be obtained if fencing and alarm system is not in place at the time of home study completion or addition of an addendum.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 We do not own a pool/water hazard on our property.
I confirm that the Oath to Abide has been reviewed with me and I understand my responsibilities as a foster parent:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Foster Parent Involved searches: 

Foster Parent Support staff will review policy 31.4 with all foster parents, discuss any concerns and have foster parent sign & date the Oath to Abide stating they understand the responsibilities of observing a child/youth search.

1. Prior to searching any child/youth, the staff person and foster parent need to consider the impact of the search based on several factors, including:  

· Any past history of trauma that a child/youth has experienced 

· What can be achieved by engaging in ONLY visual inspection or appearance

· Child driven searches- (asking or requesting a child to “turn out” their pocket or self “pat down”) in the presence of staff members and foster parents

2 When circumstances permit, two (2) staff members or one (1) staff member and one foster parent, as an observer only, is present when a search is conducted on a child/youth, prior to entering or after a child is placed into a foster home.

3 Foster parents may observe and/or participate in a search of a child/youth’s personal property/room/area/ bags/suitcases/boxes or any other personal items ONLY if the FSW & Provider Staff is present.

4 If a foster child/youth has a history of concealing contraband/safety issues, or if there is a good and legal reason, the Child and Family Team may complete form CS-1044, Child Safety Plan, during a Child and Family Team Meeting to address alternative search procedures.
	
	
	


	Applicant’s Signature
	
	Co-Applicant’s Signature

	     
	
	     

	Date
	
	Date


	

	Witness

	     

	Date


Check the “Forms” Webpage for the current version and disregard previous versions. This form may not be altered without prior approval.
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