Department of Children’s Services 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF FORM 

CS-0676

 Home Safety Checklist

The Home Safety Checklist is to be completed by DCS/provider or contracted staff for the purpose of assessing home safety for expedited custodial placements and foster home approval/re-approval. 
In the Specific Safety Precautions section, pool safety includes but are not limited to items listed on the Water Hazard / Pool Safety Assessment Tool.  Foster Parent Support (FPS) staff are to accompany the Home Study Writer in the completion of the tool.
Any noted concerns or areas of non-compliance are to be documented under Non-compliance including a safety plan to address supervision and, if applicable, water safety.  The safety plan is not to exceed the following maximum guidelines for any asterisk safety item.  
· Household Requirements – one day

· Medications/other hazardous substances – one day

· Weapons –two days

· Fire alarms/extinguishers/CO detector – one day

· Pet vaccination – two weeks

· Automobile safety – five days

· Water hazard/pool/spa (alarm, buoy) – two days
· Water hazard/pool/spa (construction/repairs) – two weeks

Any extension to these timeframes to address the identified concern must be approved by the Regional Administrator.

Staff who are responsible for the completion of the form are to ensure that the completed form is reviewed with the family and the original copy scanned into the Foster Home case record.
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