Department of Children’s Services 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF FORM 

CS-0817 Power of Attorney for Care of a Minor Child

· This form with the proper signatures may be enough to enroll a child in school and may be enough to authorize medical treatment.

· However, a school district may require more information or more documentation before enrolling a child in school or extracurricular activities.

Part 1

· Form should be filled out or initialed by parents or legal guardians in front of a notary public or 2 witnesses who shall sign and date in each other’s presence;

· #1 – only 1 child’s name goes here

· #2 - 3 – Use full name and address of each parent or legal guardian (who have legal custody through a court order). 

· #4 – Full name and address of the chosen adult caregiver (person receiving the child)

· #5 -  Choose 1 of the 4 options.  If you choose the 4th option then:

· You must send a copy of this form by certified mail to the other parent at their last known address.

· You must send notice of TCA § 34-6-305 – see attached.

· You must explain in the blank why you cannot get consent from the other parent.

·  #6 – Choose at least 1 of the hardships listed or explain in detail any other hardship preventing the parent from caring for the child;

· #7 – Choose 1 or more of the options that the caregiver is being allowed to do and/or explain any additional powers

· #8 – Acknowledge by initials what needs to happen if you disagree with the decisions of the named caregivers and to whom the written notice should be sent (health care providers & schools).

· #9 – Acknowledge by initials that this document can be terminated in another written document or by court order. 

Part 2 

· #10 - #14 Caregiver must acknowledge by initials 
Part 3

· #15 – Both the parents and the caregiver must acknowledge by initials the penalty for fraudulently enrolling child in school.
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